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AUTUMN EVENTS 2026



Welcome to St Saviour's, Pimlico

Autumn is a time of new beginnings and fresh starts. For many people
this means a new academic year, with new courses and equipment -
perhaps a whole new set of friends. And for us all it offers the chance
to review our commitments, and to address what matters to us most.

At St Saviour’s we see such renewal all around us. This is most visible in
our on-going work to renew our beautiful church building. Most
recently we have overseen the complete restoration of our War
Memorial, which will make this year’s Remembrance Sunday extra
special, and we are now looking to repair our crooked church floor.

Restoration is about more than just fixtures and fittings though, and lies
at the very heart of Christian life. Valuing our heritage, each of us is
called to proclaim the Gospel afresh, so it is with excitement that we
will be exploring St Francis — Mystic and Poet - our autumn study course
- and with thanksgiving that we celebrate Harvest and offer help to
those in need.

Children are an important part of our life here and it is good to see
growth in Sowing Seeds for 0-6 years olds and for older children, either
to participate in Growing Disciples or to help serve at the altar.

Please read on to see how we can get
more involved in the life of our
community. As we grow closer to God
and to each other, please know that you
are most welcome at St Saviour’s, as we
move forward together in hope.

Fr Matthew Catterick
Vicar

St Saviour's, Pimlico




What's On This Autumn

As we look ahead to the autumn months, there is plenty happening at St Saviour’s.
This booklet brings together the key events, activities and developments taking
place across our church community, with something for everyone.

From our autumn study course and the arrival of our new choral scholars, to our
programme of concerts and activities for young people, there are many
opportunities to learn, worship, meet together and enjoy the life of the church.

You can also read updates on our ongoing restoration projects and find out more
about our finances and the ways in which you can help support the work we do.

At the back of the booklet, you will find our regular services and parish directory,
providing useful information about how to stay connected with the life of
St Saviour’s throughout this exciting time of year.

Contents
e Autumn Study Course
e New Choral Scholars & Concert Programme
e Young People at St Saviour's
e Restoration Projects Update
e Finance — Supporting Our Church
e Harvest Thanksgiving
o All Saints' & All Souls'
e Remembrance Sunday
e Christ the King

e Regular Services & Parish Directory



Autumn Study Course

2026 marks the 800" anniversary of the St FranCIS

death of St Francis of Assisi, which Christians mystic and poet
throughout the world are marking with a
special jubilee year.

At St Saviour’s we will be focussing our
autumn faith course on his life and teaching,
with four online sessions at which everyone is
welcome. St Francis was a remarkably
humble individual, deeply faithful to God,
and who prayed for the renewal of the
church. He attracted many followers who
lived by his rule, and countless Franciscan
monks and nuns have served in what are IR 53/ e ptember
often the poorest of communities. b Wwwistsp.orguk

online course with St Saviour’s, Pimlico

St Francis famously said that in everything we do we must preach the gospel, but
only use words when we have to, and through actions and good deeds he
encouraged others to become instruments of God'’s peace. The sessions we have
will take place on four Wednesday evenings at 8:00 pm from 23 September, led
by Fr Matthew. No prior knowledge is assumed and, should you wish to do so,
you are welcome to turn off your camera and just listen.

If you are interested in joining us, please email the Parish Office via
office@stsp.org.uk and we will send you with an online link.

Session One 23 September St Francis - his life and times

Session Two 30 September Ecology and Creation:
St Francis's love for nature makes his writings
foundational for modern environmental
stewardship and climate discussions

Session Three 7 October Peace and Reconciliation:
His radical pursuit of peace offers a counter-
cultural model in an era marked by
international conflicts and social division

Session Four 14 October Simplicity and Fraternity:
His life of voluntary poverty and humility calls
individuals to re-examine consumerism,
materialism, and community care



New Choral Scholars & Music at St Saviour’s
Our New Choral Scholars

The Choir of St Saviour's consists of four choral scholars (SATB) and a number of
highly valued volunteers. Choral Scholarships last for one academic year (starting
in the autumn) and are aimed at talented undergraduate or recent graduate
students at conservatoires or universities, or young professionals looking to gain
early career experience of music in a liturgical setting. This year, our choral
scholars are Olivia Virgo (Soprano), Venetia Iga (Alto), Leo French (Tenor) and
Timothy Wong (Bass). Anyone who has some singing experience and is interested
in joining the choir on a voluntary and flexible basis is warmly invited to contact
the Director of Music, Yvette Murphy, either by email or after an act of worship.

Concert Programme

Do join us for Fridays at 1:15pm for our weekly Pimlico Lunchtime Concert Series.
Concerts last approximately 45 minutes and are typically given by emerging
soloists and chamber groups. Concerts are always free to attend, but donations to
help cover costs encouraged — suggested amount £5. This autumn the Concerts
resume on Friday 11 September and the season ends on Friday 11 December.
We hope to see you there.

Special Events

Throughout the year, the
choir holds events such as
Carols & Cocktails, a
Come & Sing day where
we explore a larger choral
work, Hymns & Pimm'’s
and concert
performances, to which all
are welcome. Do watch
out for dates as they are
released. Recent successes
have also included our
inaugural Composition
Competition, which
produced a number of
new settings of the Agnus
Dei to add to our canon.

For more information please contact Yvette Murphy, the Director of Music at
music@stsp.org.uk



Young People at St Saviour's

Children are an important part of our life here, and it is good to see growth in our
activities for young people.

Sowing Seeds

Songs, worship and Bible storytelling for families with children aged 0-6 on
Sundays at 10:30 am in the Pimlico Room. Children and a parent or carer return
to Mass in time for the Peace. Dates for the next term will be announced shortly.

Growing Disciples

Bible study, games and storytelling for children aged 7-11 on Sundays at 10:30 am
in the Church office. Children return to Mass in time for the Peace.

Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

For more information please contact the Parish Office at office@stsp.org.uk or
020 7834 9520
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Songs, worship and Bible storytelling for children
aged 0-6 and a parenl or carer

10:30 am - 11:05 am_on Sundays

Autumn/Winter Term 2016

September 6% 13% 720%™
October 4™ 11 18%
November & 15% 122" 79%

December 6 13%



Restoration Work at St Saviour’s

St Saviour’s is 162 years old, and caring for
a historic building of this age is an ongoing
task. Our restoration work is not simply
about keeping the church safe and in good
repair: it is about preserving the character,
craftsmanship and history entrusted to us,
so that future generations can continue to
worship and gather here.

Over recent years, we have undertaken a
range of projects. Our historic woodwork
has been carefully restored, including the
wooden entrance doors, the stand
beneath the statue of Jesus and century-
old banners. Precious metalwork used in
our services has been carefully conserved.
Wherever possible, we retain the marks of
age and use that as part of the story of
these objects.

War Memorial

Our Calvary Cross War Memorial has recently undergone a major programme of
conservation and restoration, with generous assistance from Westminster City
Council and War Memorials Trust. The restored memorial will be rededicated on
Remembrance Sunday, 8 November 2026, when we will thank those who have
supported the project.

Pimlico Room

Our main meeting room has been fully refurbished, creating a bright, calm and
welcoming space for community groups and other activities. The newly refitted
room is now available for a range of uses, as well as church activities.

Sound System

During August we upgraded the church’s audio system. The new set up will
improve the clarity and reliability of what we hear during services and concerts,
whilst making a hearing loop available to those for whom that helps.

Looking to the Future

Restoration is a long-term commitment. As custodians of this remarkable building,
we want to undertake future projects of restoring the pews (so they are less
wobbly!) and redeveloping the church hall to include some accommodation.

If you would like to contribute to our restoration programme, speak to the Parish
Office or consider making a donation via the QR link on the back page.



Finance — Supporting Our Church
Thinking about our giving

The Parochial Church Council asks that all members of the congregation think
carefully and prayerfully about their financial giving to St Saviour’s. Our over-
reliance on Rental Income is not a long-term strategy to provide stable diversified
income streams for the Church. This reliance will never allow us to move back to
paying our Common Fund (the amount we give to the diocese, before paying any
of our own bills) in full. For 2027 the benchmark for this is £105,090.

Solid Christian financial stewardship through plate collections, electronic planned
giving, annual pledges should cover at least 40% of our costs into the future,
double what is currently covers.

Some questions to ask yourself:

> Is my giving to the Church generous, and proportionate to my income?
> Is it planned, which helps us set budgets, as opposed to ad hoc?

> Is it a priority in my personal budgeting?

> Am | relying on other people’s generosity?

What does generous giving mean?

There is no set answer — it depends on our circumstances. Some people give a set
percentage of their disposable income — traditional tithing is 10%; the Church of
England encourages its members to adopt a target of giving 5% of their after-tax
income to and through the Church. Another approach is to give at least as much
as is spent on leisure activities — e.g. the cost of theatre/opera tickets, or eating out.

For more information please contact Steven Dickson, the Treasurer at
treasurer@stsp.org.uk




Harvest Thanksgiving
Sunday 4 October

8:00 am Said Mass
10:30 am Sung Mass with children’s activities
5:00 pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction followed by drinks

With a collection in support of the Cardinal Hume Centre

For generations, the harvest has been a time to pause and give thanks. In an
agricultural society, a successful harvest could determine whether a community
had enough food to see it through the winter. Harvest celebrations therefore
brought together thanksgiving, celebration and a recognition of our dependence
on the land and those who work it.

The modern English Harvest Festival emerged in the nineteenth century. In 1843,
the Revd Robert Stephen Hawker invited his parishioners to a special service of
thanksgiving at the end of the harvest, and the tradition soon spread. Churches
were decorated with fruit, vegetables, flowers and sheaves of corn, while food was
brought to be blessed and shared with those in need.

Today, Harvest Festival remains an opportunity to give thanks for the food we
enjoy and the natural world that sustains us. It is also a reminder of our
responsibility to share what we have with others and to care for creation.

At its heart, Harvest is both a celebration and a call to generosity: giving thanks for
what we have received, whilst remembering those who have less.




What makes November special?

All Saints
Sunday 1 November
10:30 am Sung Mass

All Saints” Day, normally celebrated on 1 November, is a major Christian feast,
with ancient roots. It is a day when Christians remember and give thanks for all
the saints - not only those formally recognised by the Church, but the countless
faithful people whose lives have borne witness to Christ.

The day invites us to reflect on what it means to live a life of faith and to
remember that we belong to a Christian community that stretches across
generations. At St Saviour’s, we celebrate All Saints” Day with a special Sung Mass,
with glorious music, giving thanks for the saints who have gone before us and for
the example and prayers that they continue to offer.

All Souls

5:00 pm Remembering our Loved Ones

All Souls” Day, usually observed on 2 November, but this year on All Saints’
evening, is a time of prayer and remembrance for those who have died. It gives us
space to remember those we have known, and entrust them to God. This year we
will keep this act of remembrance on the evening of Sunday 1 November with a
beautifully reflective service where the names of the departed are read out whilst
we light candles in their memory. There will also be a regular 12:30 pm Said Mass
the next day.



Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 8 November

8:00 am Said Mass
11:00 am Sung Mass

The act of Remembrance commences 10:50 am, and the service will include the
rededication of the newly restored war memorial.

Remembrance Sunday is a day when communities across the country gather to
remember those who have died in war and conflict, to honour those who have
served, and to pray for peace. The liturgy also encourages us to remember civilians
affected by war and those who continue to live with its consequences.

At St Saviour’s, Remembrance Sunday has a particular significance. Our Grade II-
listed War Memorial stands on Lupus Street and commemorates 29 men who fell
in the First World War and six who died in the Second World War. The Calvary
cross and its inscriptions provide a permanent place of remembrance, as well as a
place for their families and community to grieve.

The memorial itself has recently undergone an important programme of
conservation. After concerns about the stability of the structure, including cracking
to the base and deterioration of the timber, specialist repair work was undertaken.
Completed in February 2026, the work stabilised the Calvary cross, repaired the
timber and carefully cleaned the memorial, including the figure of Christ.

This Remembrance Sunday, we will rededicate the memorial before God in
honour of the fallen. We will give thanks for their lives, pray for those who
continue to suffer through conflict, and renew our commitment to peace.




Christ the King

Patronal Festival

Sunday 22 November

8:00 am  Said Mass
10:30 am Sung Mass

The Solemnity of Christ the King is celebrated on
the final Sunday of the Church’s liturgical year,
immediately before Advent. It brings the Church’s
year to a close by proclaiming Jesus Christ as King
of all creation and Lord of all things.

The feast has deep roots, and was re-established
in the West in 1925 following concerns about
rising secularism, nationalism, and the loss of
religious authority in public life after the First
World War. It proved popular, and is now
observed across many Christian traditions.

In the Church of England, the feast offers us an opportunity to reflect on the
nature of Christ’s kingship - not one based on earthly power or authority, but
expressed through service, sacrifice, justice and love.

At St Saviour’s we keep Christ the King as our Patronal Festival. The Sung Mass will
be a particular celebration of the life and identity of our church as we bring the
liturgical year to a close and prepare to enter Advent.

Advent Carol Service

Sunday 29 November

M i) N 5:00 pm
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: AL Come and join us celebrate the
start of the new church year
with seasonal readings and
traditional Advent carols.

Followed by refreshments.



Other Information

Growing in Faith

Following Jesus is a lifelong journey, and like any journey we need to be fed. As well
as daily worship and Sunday sermons, at St Saviour’s we have regular groups where
we can learn from each other and grow in our faith. Please come and join us!

Online Learning Group

Throughout the year we run a series of online study sessions aimed at building a
sense of community and helping us grow in faith. No prior knowledge is required,
and everyone is welcome to contribute ideas, or to remain silent, taking it all in. The
next course, about St Francis of Assisi, starts on Wednesday 23 September and meets
for four weeks. Sessions often focus on beautiful works of art and passages of
scripture. They start at 8:00 pm and finish around 9:00 pm with Night Prayer.

Confirmation at St Paul’s Cathedral

The sacrament of
Confirmation
completes our entry
into the Christian life,
and is a wonderful
moment we can make
either as a young
person or when fully
mature. We are
planning to join the
diocesan Confirmation
Service again at St
Paul’s Cathedral on a
Saturday 7 November
at 5:00 pm. If you
would like to be
considered as a
candidate, please let
us know.

Advent Study Course

The start of the new church year always gives us a wonderful time to reflect on
what matters to us most. As we move into winter, we will be meeting weekly from
2 December, online each Wednesday at 8:00 pm, with further details appearing
soon. Save the date!



History of St Saviour’s

St Saviour's Church was consecrated on 16 July 1864. The executors of

the legendary master builder, Sir Thomas Cubitt, donated the land and the Duke
of Westminster funded much of the building work. Thomas Cundy Jnr, son of the
great architect and builder of Pimlico, designed the church.

The church is in the Decorated Gothic style, built from ragstone with bathstone
dressings. It has a nave of six bays and a tower to the northwest. The spire was the
tallest in London in the 1860s and remains a landmark visible from much of
Pimlico today. In the 1880s the rather plain interior was extensively remodelled
and refurbished; a process called 'beautifying'. The galleries were taken down and
the chancel embellished with new arcading, steps and a reredos. In 1913-14 a
north vestry was added.

St Saviour's sustained some war damage, was later repaired, and in the 1950s a
brick church hall was added to the south. In the 1990s extensive cleaning of the
exterior was carried out and new bells installed in the tower. In 2007 we
refurbished the north vestry to become the Pimlico Room, remodelled the sacristy
and added modern accessibility features and toilets. During the work we
discovered the full extent of the decorative panels of the chancel ceiling.

The high altar, chancel screen, pulpit and font with its handsome oak cover are
particularly good examples of their type. The organ was built by William Hill in
1864 and enlarged in 1892. The choirstalls are of oak and pine and probably date
from 1864. The altar in the north aisle is from the Mission Church of the Holy
Name in Aylesford Street. In the 1930s the statues of the Madonna and Child
(after Michaelangelo), the Sacred Heart, and the Stations of the Cross were
shipped from Oberammergau. The east window depicting Christ in Majesty by
Clayton and Bell, c. 1880 is a dominant feature. We
have a number of fine 19th century stained glass
windows, one of which depicts our first vicar, the Rev'd
John Walker. We also have a children's window dating
from the 1920s and a window composed of fragments of
glass that were damaged during the Second World War.
s Our turret clock by J. Smith of Derby is of 1864.

Laurence Olivier's father was a curate at St Saviour's and

Lord Olivier was a choirboy and boat boy here. The

D founder of modern lawn tennis, Mr Wingfield was a

regular worshipper and the writer, Sir Compton

Mackenzie, was married in the Church. Diana, Princess

R -2l | of Wales, worked at the Young England Kindergarten in
=R | our Hall prior to her marriage to Prince Charles.
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Regular Services & Parish Directory

The Parish Office
Monday to Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.

The church is normally open to visitors throughout the day.

Parish Directory

Vicar Fr Matthew Catterick vicar@stsp.org.uk
Assistant Curate Deacon Greg Cook curate@stsp.org.uk
Churchwardens Maria Gayle-Rogers maria@stsp.org.uk

Robin Clay robin@stsp.org.uk
Office Manager Molly Greenwood office@stsp.org.uk
Director of Music Yvette Murphy music@stsp.org.uk
Treasurer Steven Dickson treasurer@stsp.org.uk
Safeguarding Officer Melissa Holloway safeguarding@stsp.org.uk

The Parish Office Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sundays
8:00 am Said Mass (BCP)

10:30 am Sung Mass with children’s activities

5:00 pm Evensong & Benediction (first Sunday of each month)

Monday to Friday
12:30 pm Said Mass

5:00 pm Evening Prayer

The clergy are always available for confidential conversations, and if you wish, to
make your Confession. Please speak to one of them at the end of a service and
they will be very happy to arrange a time to meet.



If you would like to support
St Saviour’s Buildings and Restoration Fund,

please scan the QR code below

St Saviour's Church * St George's Square * Pimlico * SW1V 3QW
020 7834 9520 » office@stsp.org.uk * www.stsp.org.uk
Registered Charity Number 1131373 ¢ CCLI Number 1541220



